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REMARKS 

Claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 13-27 are pending in the application. Claims 1, 
23, and 25-27 stand rejected. Claims 2-7, 9-11, 13-22, and 24 are allowed. Claims 
26 and 27 are amended for clarity, changing ''portable" to '"hand-carriable" which is 
supported by the specification at least by Figs. 1, 4, and 5, which clearly depict a 
handle. Claims 28-3 1 are added, and are supported by the specification at least at 
page 9, lines 24-27, and page 1 1 , lines 6-11. Favorable reconsideration of the 
application in view of the above amendments and following remarks is respectfully 
requested 

Applicants respectfully submit new claims 29 and 30 are in condition 

tor allowance for at least the same reasons as claims 2 and 7, respectively, fonn which 
they depend. 

Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by USPN 6,429,923 Ueda et al. Applicants traverse the rejection for at 
least the following reasons. 

The rejection of claims 26 and 27 have been previously discussed in 
the response filed June 13, 2006, and the Pre-appeal Request for Review filed March 
22, 2007, both of which are incorporated herein by reference. Additionally, 
Applicants provide the following remarks over Ueda et al. 

Claims 26 and 27 are herein amended to emphasize that portable 
means hand-carriable, as demonstrated in Figs. 1, 4, and 5 of the application, which 
clearly show a handle on the imaging system. 

Ueda et al. shows a movable minilab, having wheels 302, as shown in 
1 igs. 5 and 6, and stanchions or legs 202, used for leveling the device prior to use, as 
would be recognized by one of ordinary skill in the art. Because the minilab uses 
chemicals for processing, a level surface must be ensured for proper maintenance of 
chemical levels in processing. As shown, Ueda et al. is movable, or portable, but not 
m such a manner as to be carried by hand. 
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The Examiner takes official notice that it: 

would have been notoriously obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to reduce the size of 
the imaging system of Ueda et al. in order to make it small 
enough to be carried by hand. . . .such a modification would 
have involved a mere change in the size of a component. 

How ever, the Patent Office has provided no evidence of any successful reduction of a 
full-size wet-processing minilab like Ueda et al. to a hand-held, portable size. 
Applicants submit herewith an article C'A Survey of Digital Minilabs in the USA," 
Photoreporten No. 1 1 , Vol. 1 4, June 1 1 , 2006) on the history of minilabs, and the 
Sl ate of the art as of the time of the article (2006). None of the vv^et-processing or 
digital minilabs described are hand-carriable. As shown in Figs. 9-14 of Ueda et al., 
goods and materials related to photoprocessing are moved between the minilab and a 
phototinishing place, a customer, or a pick-up location, but the minilab itself is not 
nu^ved. 

Applicants' invention pertains to the portability of a device to capture 
images, wherein the device can then be moved to a place of photofinishing. This 
allows the capture of images at multiple locations, for the convenience of the user, 
and to enable use by people unable to get to a minilab, such as those whose mobility 
is unpaired, for example, elderly or infirm persons, or those confined to a building or 
space (nursing home, hospital, prison, etc.). Users can have their photos entered into 
the device, and the device can be returned for processing of the photos, which can 
then be returned to the user, for example, by mail. 

Ueda et al. does not disclose, suggest, or teach portability or hand- 
carrying of an imaging system. Due to the number of components involved, and 
difficulty of reducing the wet-processing system of Ueda et al. to a hand-carriable 
system, as evidenced by lack of success in the industry in making such a device, it 
v^'ould not be obvious to one skilled in the art of imaging to make the device of Ueda 
et al. hand-carriable. Should the Examiner persist in this reasoning, a detailed 
explanation of how one could minimize the components of Ueda et al. to a hand- 
cairiable size is requested. 
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In view of the above and previous arguments set forth on the record by 
Apphcants, AppHcants submit the Patent Office has failed to present a prima facie 
case over LJeda et al. under 35 USC 102(e). Applicants submit new claim 3 1 is 
allowable for at least the same reasons as claim 27 from which it depends. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are in order and are respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1 , 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USPN 6,429,923 Ueda et al. Applicants traverse the rejection for 
at least the following reasons. 

Claims 23 and 25 depend from claim 1, and will be treated therewith. 
The rejection of claims 1 , 23, and 25 have been previously discussed in the response 
tiled June 1 3, 2006, and the Pre-appeal Request for Review filed March 22, 2007, 
both of which are incorporated herein by reference. Additionally, Applicants provide 
the following remarks over Ueda et al. 

As discussed above, and incorporated herein, Ueda et al. is not hand- 
can iable. The Examiner has provided no evidence or detailed reasoning to support 
how one skilled in the art could in fact reduce all the functions of Ueda et al. to a 
hand-carriable device. As shown in the Photoreporter article submitted herewith, no 
one in the industry has produced a hand-carriable imaging system. Thus, Applicants 
method and device fulfill a long felt need in the industry. 

In view of all arguments presented herein and previously. Applicants 
submit the Patent Office has not presented a prima facie case of obviousness over 
cUums 1, 23, and 25. Applicants submit new claim 28 is allowable for at least the 
same reasons as claim 1 from which it depends. Reconsideration and withdrawal of 
the rejection under 35 USC 103(a) are in order and are respectfully requested. 

All of claims 1-7, 9-1 1 and 13-27 being in condition for allowance for at 
least the above reasons and reasons of record, reconsideration and prompt action in the 
fomi of a Notice of Allowance are respectfully solicited. 
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Should the Examiner require anything further, or have any questions, 
the Examiner is asked to contact Applicants' undersigned representative. 

Attachment: 

^'A Survey of Digital Minilabs in the USA," 
Photoreporter, No. 1 1, Vol. 14, June 1 1, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Registration No. 40,101 

KNM:kjw 

Rochester, NY 14650 
Telephone: (585) 722-9225 
Facsimile: (585)477-1148 

i ! tl.c hxnmnier js unable to reach the Applicant(s) Attorney at the telephone number provided, the Examiner is 
requested to communicate with Eastman Kodak Company Patent Operations at (585) 477-4656. 
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